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The unanimous eﬁecfaratz'on <y[' the thirteen united dtates gp ;%merica

W%n in the Gourse (yp human events, it becomes necessary ﬁr one Jaeg]afe to dissolve
the political bands whick kave connected them with ancther, andto assume among the
powers <y[' the earth, the separate and’ eyuaf station to which the Laws ?f W;ture and
of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the cpinions of mankind requires
that tﬁz’y should declare the causes which tmpel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be Je#'—eWJént, that aff men are created’ equaf, that they are

endowed b:}/ their ‘Greator with certain unalienable &/ft&, that among these are

Iifé, Iz'l;erzi‘}/ and” the pursutt (f %g‘afine&&. Jhat to secure these rzc'jr/fw,

Governments are instituted among j[z:n, deriving their just Powers Jfrom the

consent of' the governed, — That whenever any Form (f Government becomes
destructive of these ends, it is the &Ft of the gfegjofe to alter or to abolish it, and to

institute new Government, fc{}/z’nj its féunc[atz'on on such principles and organizing

its powers in such ﬁm, as to them shall seem most fzféf'}/ to g]ﬁ[éct their 3(17%@}/ and
%gafine&&. gs_rucﬂmce, indeed, will dictate that Governments Jong established
should not be c/fanjet[ ﬁr fzj/ft and transient causes; and accort[i'njfy alf experience

kath skewn, that mankind are more disposed to Juﬁér, while evils are Juﬁéraﬁ/é, than

to rzc'yfzdt themselves [{}/ aﬁofz'&/ﬁ'ny the ﬁm& to whick tﬁz’y are accustomed. Dut when a
fonj train of' abuses and usurpations, pursuing z'nvariaﬁfy the same @bc-]'ect evinces a
design to reduce them under absolute tﬁee{yaotz'm, it is their riyﬁt, it is their cfué}/, to

throw oJ?C such g’overnment, and to Jorovz'zlé new juard:f fér their future Jecurié}/ —

Duck has been the  patient Juﬁ[énmce oJC these ‘Golonies; and such is now the nece&ﬂ'g/

which constrains them to alter their férmer céSthemJ of\ Z_Z’overnment. — Jhe /fz’Jtm:}/

(f the present {z’nj qf' Zog’reat jritaz'n s a /ﬁ'&tm:}/ (gp reyaeatecf z'njurz'e& and
usurpations, alf /favz'nj in direct ofject the establishment OJC an absolute j;/ranny over
these States. Jo prove this, Jet facts be submittedto a candid world.



?f;’ fas ref\uefezf his ;Zment to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary ﬁr the Jouifz’c
jooc[

7169 has férﬁz'(fcfen kis Governers to pass Laws <3f immediate and pressing
importance, unless suspended in their operation tilf his Assent should be obtained;

and when so Ju«goendéd: fe has utterfy ne:gfectet[ to attend to them.

?f;’ fas ref\uefezf to pass other Laws fér the accommodation of\ fmje districts of\ Joeg]ofe,
unless those Joeg]o/é would reﬁ'nyuz’&/f the nj/ft ojp &re&entam’on in the Ie:gz’&fwbure,
a rig/ft inestimable to them and" ffvrmz'cﬁzﬁfe to tyrants onfy.

?f;’ has called together legislative hodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
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distant ﬁom the c[efwito;:}/ (3][' their gf ublic cﬁgcorr[:s, fér the sole purpose <?]['
fat{yuinj them into comJofz'cmce with his measures.

?f;’ fas dissolved Nepresentative %ua&f rg]oewtedfy, fér opposing with manfy
ﬁrmne&f his invasions on the rzj/ft& OJC the Joeg]ofe.

7169 has re:fu&ec[ fér a fonj time, zgq,‘er such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected;
w/feve@ the Igyi&fatz’ve ﬂjoufenf, z'nag]oab-/é cy“ z;%nni/fz'fation, have returned to the
ﬁ(gbfe at fm:jre fér their exercise; the Dtate remaz'nz'nj in the mean time emfo&ecf to all

the dangers oJC invasion ﬁom without, and convulsions within.

7169 has endeavoured to prevent the Ja(z]aufatz'on of‘ these States; ﬁr that purpose
oﬁ&tructz'nj the Imm ﬁr W;turafizatz'on (f ?oreiyner&,‘ rqf'uainj to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of‘ Hnew z;%]ofrg]on'wtionef

of' Lands.

?f;’ fas obstructed the ;%J-mz’nz'eftration c?f;Zthice, b:}/ ref‘uen'nj his ;zment to Laws
fér eJtab‘fz'J/fz'njjﬂciaf}/ gjow’enf.

7169 fas made uc{yeo‘ cﬁefenc[ént on fits WU afone, fér the tenure (f their Qﬁceo“, and’
the amount and’ Jn{}/ment qf' their salaries.



?f;’ fas erected a multitude of\ Wgw @ﬁqcew, and sent hither swarms of\ @ﬁcenf to

Karrass our ﬂseg]:'/é, and eat out their substance.

7169 fas k‘eft among us, n times (?f' _peace, 3tcmc[z'nj ;%rmies without the Gonsent (f

our /éji&fatures.

7169 has ﬁécte([ to render the ﬁ;fitm}/ z'ncﬁajaenc[ént gp and superior to the Givif
Power.

?f;’ fas combined with others to Jub:]'ect us to a J'urz'enﬁ'ctz'on fére{yn to our
constitution, and unackdnowfeccfjec[ b:}/ our Jaws; gtving his %f&ent to their %@9 (3]['
Jaretenc[ec[ Igyi&fatz'on:

For ‘anrterz'nj fm:jre bodies oJC armed troops among us:

For Jorotectz'nj them, 17:}/ a mock Jrial, ﬁom gf unishment ﬁr any ﬂitrtlér& whickh
t/fey should commit on the ﬂﬁa[fz’tanm on these States:

For cutting offour Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Jaxes on us without our Gonsent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by_Jury:
For transporting ws beyond seas to be tried for pretended offences:

For aﬁofz'&/ﬁ'ny the ﬁee {}/Jtem qf' f:njfz'&/; Imm n a neyﬁﬁouﬂnj gfrovz'nce,
e«ftaﬁﬁ'&/fz'nj therein an %r[fz’trmy  government, and’ enfmjz'nj its Eountlizrie& §0 as to
render tt at once an eacamjafe and” ﬁt instrument f('»r z'ntm([ucz'nj the same absolute rule

into these Golonies:

T‘br tafz’nj awz{}/ our t/farter&, aﬁofi&ﬂnj our most valuable Iawzf, and’ afterz'nj
funzlkmentaff}/ the forms of our Governments:



T‘br Jugyentﬁnj our own Ie:yi&fature, and décfarz'nj themselves invested with power

to fe’jz'effate fér us in all cases whatsoever.

7169 fas abdicated Government here, b:}/ declaring us out (?]F fiis Protection and waging
War against us.

7169 fas Jafuncferec[ our seas, ravzgec[ our ‘Goasts, burnt our towns, and cfe&troyec[ the
fives (f our Jaeg]a/é.

Fhe és at this time transporting Jarge Frmies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the
works of death, desclation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of
Gruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally
wnworthy the Tead of a civifized nation.

7169 has constrained our féffow ‘Gitizens taken (ngative on the /l‘ij” Deas to bear
%rm& against their (Count{*}/, te become the executioners c?f their frz'encl:f and’
ogret/;ren, or to fész themselves /1:}/ their ?ﬁmd&.

7169 fas excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and Kas endeavoured to b-rz'nj on
the inhabitants oJC our ﬁontz'em, the merciless jmﬁan :éawgeo", whose known rule of'

Waiﬁre, is an untﬂ&tz'njuz'cfﬁéc[ destruction g“ aff ages, sexes and conditions.

j;z every stage cy[\ these @Jofrew“ions we Fhave gfetitz'onet[ fér &zfr&w in the most
frumble terms: COur reyaeatec[ gfetitz'onJ have been answered on[y b:}/ re:]aeatec[ z'nju;:}/.
4;% :7; rince, whose character is thus marked [{}/ every act which may c[éﬁne a yj/rcmt, is
unﬁt to be the ruler (f a ﬁee Jaeg]ofe.

W;r have we been wanting in attention to our ﬁrz’ttz’&/f brethren. “We have warned
them ﬁom time to time g“ attempts b:}/ their /éji&fature to extend an unwarrantable
Jurisdiction over us. We kave reminded them (f the circumstances OJC our emigration
and settlement kere. ‘We have cgofea/éf to their native justice and’ magnanimity, and’
we have conjured them b:}/ the ties qf' our common Kkindred to disavew these

usurpations, which, would z'new'tab-lj/ interrupt our connections and corregoondénce.



y/ﬁ:}/ too have been zléaf' to the voice oJC Justice and of' con&an{yuz’nz'ty. We must,

t/zdergf('vre, acquz'e&ce in the neceaﬁn'@/, whick denounces our céSesc*jazz;‘atz'(m, and fiold them,
as we hold the rest (3][' mankind, FEnemies in Woar, in gfem:e Triends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of Fmerica, in General
Gongress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and’ by %ut/foﬁgy of the good gfegjofe of
these Gelondes, Jo/émn@ publish and declare, That these United Golonies are, and”
of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are absolved frem alf
Fllegiance to the Dritish Crown, and that all pofitical connection between them and
the dtate of Great Dritain, is and ought to be totally dissohved; and that as Tree
and” Independont States, they ave full Power to fevy War, conchude Peace,
contract FHRances, establisk Gommerce, and'to do all other Fcts and Things which
Independent States may of right do.

4;%71([ f('»r the support qf' this eﬁecfarati(m, with a ﬁrm refiance on the Jorotectz'cm (3]['
ﬁz’w’ne ﬂjrow'zlénce, we mutuaf/j/ Jofe{ye to each other our Iz've&, our ?ortune& and
our sacred ?f;mor.



